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Claims Rejections 

Double patenting 

The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine 
grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or 
improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible 
harassment by multiple assignees. See In re Goodman, 1 1 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. 
Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 
F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 
1970);and, In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) may be used to 
overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting ground 
provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly owned with this 
application. See 37 CFR 1.130(b). 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a terminal 
disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 
CFR 3.73(b). 

Claims 39-67 remain rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type 
double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1, 10-13, 15-, 19, 22-24 and 29-30 of US Pat. 
number 6,322,205 and claims 1-2, 8, 13 and 18-20 of US Pat. 6,619,789. Although the 
conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other because they 
claim an adaptive ink supply for a printing system comprising: 

- an ink reservoir; 
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- a fluid outlet; 

- a connector; 

- a flexible cable; 

- an ink inlet and flexible fluid conduit; 

- a source of signals; and 

- a controller. 

Claim Rejections - J USC 112 
Claims 43-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. Correction clarification is required. 

In claim 43, the recitation "the replacement source of ink" on line 9 lacks clear 
antecedent basis. It is unclear where the "replacement ink supply" on line 5 and the "replacement 
source of ink" come from, if the recitation "replacement source of ink" is additional "source of 
ink" or further recitation of the previously claimed "replacement ink supply" on line 6, what the 
"any coupling" on line 9 is and which part of the replacement source the connector can connect 
to the controller in an operation separate from any coupling. 

The remaining claims are dependent from claim 43 therefore also considered indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 39, 43, 52, 59 and 62 are rejected under 35 USC (b) as being anticipated by Hillman et al 
(US 5,365,312). 



Hillmann et al discloses in Figures 1-2 a printing device comprising: 
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- a controller (16); 

- a signal source or a memory (14) attached to a replacement ink container (11, 12); 

- an inherent flexible bus cable (15) for connecting the signal source (14) to the 
controller (16); 

- wherein the interface (T-ASIC) includes an inherent connector for providing a 
connection for the bus cable (15) between the controller and the signal source (14); and 

- wherein the information contain in the memory (14) which has a write portion (strip 17) 
which is updated by controller (column 6, lines 15-32). 

Claims 39-67 are rejected under 35 USC 102 (e) as being anticipated by Bullock et al (US 
5,812,156). 

Bullock et al discloses in Figures 1 A-5 a printing device comprising: 

- a controller (35); 

- a signal source or a memory (18) separate from an ink reservoir (26). It noted that the 
memory (18) is a chip which is attached to the case of the ink reservoir so it is separated from the 
ink reservoir (26); 

- an inherent flexible bus cable for connecting the signal source (18) to the controller 

(35); 

- wherein the controller should include an inherent connector for providing a 
connection of the inherent bus cable between the controller (35) and the signal source (16) 

- wherein the information contain in the memory (18) including an information 
interpreted as an ink volume, see column 4, and having a write portion which is updated by 
controller (35), see lines 1-10, column 6; and 

- wherein an inherent fluid outlet (50) in communication with an ink inlet (44) of the 
ink container (26) . 



Response to Applicant's Arguments 
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The applicant argues at pages 10 and 12 of the amendment filed on 1 1/3/05 that the 
memory (14) of Hillman et al does not separate from the ink container (11) and the memory (28) 
of Bullock et al does not separate from the cartridge (20). The argument is not persuasive. 
Although the memories (14, 28) are attached to the containers (11, 20) but the memories and the 
containers are the separate components and they are separated by the wall of the container. 

The applicant argues at page 1 1 of the amendment that the connector of Hillman cannot 
connect the source of signal in operation separate from coupling of the replacement source of the 
ink to the printing system. The argument is not persuasive because it is based on unclear recited 
limitation "replacement source of ink" as stated above. Moreover, the signal source (14) in 
Figures 1-2 of Hillman et al stores information of the ink container (11,12) and the connector of 
the cable (15) connects the signal source (14) separate from "any coupling of replacement source 
of ink to the printing system. 

CONCLUSION 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Anh Vo. whose telephone number is (571) 272-2262. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday to Friday from 9:00 A.M.to 7:00 P.M.. The 
fax number of this Group 286 1 is (57 1 ) 273-8300. /I 
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